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Deepen your technical expertise, foster community ties, and advance your career 
by sharing your knowledge online



About me

Senior iOS developer at Trade Me 

Founder at Nil Coalescing Limited

Based in Alexandra, Central Otago 🏠
Natalia Panferova



About my blog Website:

nilcoalescing.com

Daily traffic:
3000 readers on average

Peak traffic:
10000 daily readers

Topics:
Swift, iOS, macOS, SwiftUI etc.

Content volume:
Over 100 articles



About my journey

Started the blog

Jan 2020

Nov 2020

Joined the SwiftUI team 
at Apple 

Apr 2022

Resumed blogging

Sept 2022

📖
Published a book

Apr 2023

Joined Trade Me



Agenda

👩💻 Benefits of sharing knowledge online 

📝 Starting a technical blog 

📢 Promoting your blog on social media and through newsletters 

💰 Blog monetization strategies



👩💻 Benefits of sharing knowledge online



Grow your skills and knowledge

1. Improve writing and communication skills 

📝 Transform complex ideas into clear and concise explanations 

2. Deepen understanding of technical topics 

🧠 Solidify your grasp of difficult concepts through teaching them to others 

3. Create personal knowledge base 

📚 Compile your learnings into a go-to resource for future reference 



Document your learnings in detail for future you
Example from my blog explaining push notification setup on iOS:



Grow the number of free online resources
Free resources for iOS developers:



Connect with developers across the world

I’ve been your 
Moroccan 

loyal reader 
for months 

now! I always 
come to your 

content for 
any iOS/
SwiftUI 
matter.

I just wanted to reach out and say 
that some of your posts have been 
really, really helpful to me! Namely 
the one about divider line insets! 

Thank you!

Hi Natalia, I want to thank 
you for your awesome 

articles and tips. I enjoy 
them very very much.

Hi Natalia! I’m a big fan 
of your blog and 

YouTube videos. I’m an 
iOS engineer working 

at Hyundai Motor 
Company. Hope we 

can connect!

Thanks for the 
great article on 

custom 
EnvironmentKeys 

in Swift! That really 
came in handy for 
me today adding a 

deep linking 
feature.

I’ve been your 
Moroccan 

loyal reader 
for months 

now! I always 
come to your 

content for 
any iOS/
SwiftUI 
matter.

Hey Natalia, just 
wanted to say 

your posts are so 
great. The 

information you 
share is so helpful 

and clear.

Messages of support I got over the years:



Share new approaches and perspectives

• Explain common topics in your own unique way 

• Enhance available information with new details 
and examples 

• Help people with different learning styles and 
experience levels to grasp new concepts

Reading multiple explanations of Swift closures 
helped me to grasp the concept better 



Open up new career opportunities

• Make your work visible 

• Grow your online following and personal brand 

• Receive invites to podcasts, workshops and conferences 

• Get headhunted by top companies

When Apple invited me for an interview, 
they explicitly mentioned my blog



📝 Starting a technical blog



Select a blogging platform

Services that host your blog on their servers:

etc.Medium DEVHashnode LinkedIn Articles

Content management systems:

etc.

Self-hosted static site generators:

etc.Hugo Publish

WordPress Drupal Ghost Squarespace

Jekyll Gatsby Next.js



A closer look at Publish

Publish - a static site generator 

built for Swift developers.

When using Publish: 

• each website is defined as a Swift 
package 

• content is generated based on 
Markdown files

Example website configurationRepository: github.com/JohnSundell/Publish

http://github.com/JohnSundell/Publish


Important considerations for a blogging platform

1. Accessibility support 
    Alt text for images, keyboard navigation, contrast, font sizes 

2. Design and user experience 
    Support for different screen sizes, dark and light mode 

3. Technical content presentation 

   Code snippets and syntax highlighting 

4. Engagement and reach 
    SEO, analytics, familiarity for your audience



Finding inspiration for blog posts
📖 Personal learnings 

👩💻 Project walkthroughs 

🗞 Latest developments in your field 

✅ Solutions to common problems 

📱 Tools and technology reviews

“Exporting and importing localizations in 
a SwiftUI app”, “5 Lessons learned from 
my first year in cybersecurity”

“Building a Chat App with WebSocket”

“Overview of the new SwiftUI navigation 
APIs”, “Exploring the New Features of 
Angular 12”

“Align y-axis to leading edge in Swift 
Charts”, “Fixing memory leaks in iOS”

“Serverless architectures: AWS Lambda 
vs. Azure Functions”



Types of blog posts

💡 Short tips: quick, actionable advice or solutions to common 
problems, easy to digest and implement. 

📝 Full articles: in-depth exploration of topics, providing 
comprehensive insights and analysis. 

📒 Series of articles: a deep dive into complex subjects, broken 
down into manageable, interconnected pieces for thorough 
coverage.



Short tips - an easy starting point

• Provide a quick solution to a 

common question 

• Write a short paragraph to introduce 

the problem 

• Include a code snippet that can be 

copied and integrated 

• Add a link to more information on 

the topic

A short tip example



Articles - detailed content pieces

• Start with a descriptive introduction 

• Structure the post into subsections with titles 

• Include links to documentation, code examples, screenshots etc. 

• Provide a downloadable sample project 

• Conclude with a summary



Series of articles - comprehensive subject breakdown

• Divide complex topics into manageable interconnected pieces 

• Organize the series in a logical order 

• Maintain a uniform structure through the series for coherence 

• Summarize previously covered information in the introduction of 

subsequent posts 

• Provide links to all the posts in the series



Make your content findable online

🔍 Craft clear and relevant titles, that include key search terms 

⚒ Optimize your blog’s HTML structure 

📲 Ensure mobile responsiveness & speed 

🗝 Incorporate keywords throughout content 

🔗 Implement internal linking



📢 Promoting your blog



Promote your posts on social media
• Set up your profile with an image and bio 

• Post on as many platforms as you can 

• Choose an appropriate time based on 
your audience’s location 

• Make sure your post includes the article 
banner 

• Use relevant hashtags 

• Engage with comments, answer 
questions

Example promotional post on X



📨 Get featured in technical newsletters

• Curate a list of newsletters covering topics are you interested in 

• Reach out to newsletter authors, share a link to your RSS feed 

• Submit your article links to open-source newsletters on GitHub

My recent post got featured in 
iOS Dev WeeklyNewsletter recommendations from the iOS community:



Understand your blog’s performance

• Choose a tool to get website traffic data (for example, Google Analytics) 

• Look at page views, unique visitors, and average time spent on page 

• Understand where your traffic comes from 

• Identify popular posts 

• Use analytics to optimize content strategy



💰 Blog monetization strategies



💰 Ask for tips and donations
Encourage reader support through platforms like GitHub Sponsorship.

Example from Nil Coalescing:



Promote personal projects or products

Example from Nil Coalescing:

Leverage your audience for personal projects, turning readers into customers.



Offer sponsorship opportunities
Allow businesses to reach your audience through your blog or social media channels.

Examples from other iOS blogs:



Let’s recap!



Summary

Why have a blog? 
• Enhance your grasp of complex subjects 

• Join a network of like-minded people across the world 

• Open doors to new professional paths 

How to get started? 
• Choose the right blogging platform 

• Share your insights as short tips or longer articles 

• Utilize social media and newsletters to amplify your reach 

• Explore various ways to generate income



Where to find me

X (Twitter): @natpanferova

Mastodon: @natpanferova@mastodon.cloud

Website: nilcoalescing.com

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/nataliapanferova


